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l. How did the Council appreciate the ecclesiality of the churches issued from the
Reformation?

Starting from what LG states in general about both the essential role of the Church for the
mediation of salvation (LG 14) and about the ecclesiality of other churches (LG 8 and 15), making
use of concepts as ‘elementa ecclesialia’ and ‘communitates ecclesiastices’, special attention will
be given to the redaction history of the second part of chapter Il of Unitatis Redintegratio with
the famous paragraph indicating that the Lord’ Supper as celebrated by these communities
suffers from a ‘defectus ordinis’ (UR 22). For a right understanding of these passages the
relationes are more helpful than the authentic interpretation offered in 2007 by the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

1. Does it make sense to keep complaining about the fundamentally divergent
understanding of Church or model of unity?

Lutheran-Catholic relations are not helped by complaining about the fundamentally divergent
understanding of Church and inviting the Protestants to reform to the Catholic one, as somehow
takes place in the first prolusio which Cardinal Koch pronounced during the plenaria of the
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity (2010). Catholics too can learn from the
Protestant model of Kirchengemeinschaft.

M. What do Lutherans and Catholics say together about the apostolicity of the Church?

In The Apostolicity of the Church (2007) Catholics and Lutherans have continued to formulate a
differentiated consensus on what makes a Church apostolic, who is involved in safeguarding the
apostolicity of the Church and on how Church teaching remains in the truth.
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